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Matth. ix, XXxvi, XXxVii, XXxXViit- 


iPhen Jeſus ſaw the Multitudes, he was moved with Compaſſion 
om them, becauſe they fainted, and were ſcattered abroad, as 
Sheep having no Shepherd. Then ſaith be unto- his Diſciples, 
the Harveſt truly is Plenteous, but the Labourers are Few. 
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the HarveR, that be will 
ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt. 


Ext Lords-day is Ordination-day, _That Day upan 
which Learned and Religious Men are to be Or- 
dained Prieſts and Deacons; And next Week is Em- 
ber-week ; That Week which is Emphatically called 

a Week of Embers or Aſhes. For, theſe two Words do only 
ſignifie one and the fame thing. 

And the Reaſon why this Week is thus called, is this, The 
Church hath commanded us to Faſt and to Pray upon three 
days in this Week, That God would be pleaſed to give us ſuch 
Minifters, as are both Willing and Able, both by their Life and 
Doftrine, to ſet forth his Glory, and to ſet forward the Salvation 
of all Men, And theſe three Days have been heretofore ſo ſtrict- 
ly kept by holy Men and Women, that they covered them- 
ſelves with Sackcloath and Aſhes, and ate nothing till Night, 
nor then neither, ſave only a Cake baked under the Embers; 
which was therefore called Ember-bread. And from this ſtrict» 
neſs and ſeverity which was formerly uſed upon the three 
Faſting-days in this Week, the whole Week came to be called 
Ember - week. 

| And the Reaſon of all this trifineſs and ſeverity upon this 
Occaſion, is this, When men do.Faſt _ Meat, they acknows- 
| | ledge 
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ledge themſelves to be Unworthy of the leaſt Crumb of that 
Meart they Fait from. And when they do, ia the time of their 
Faſting, cover themſelves with Sackcloath, they acknowledge 
That to be far better than they deſerve. They call to mind; 
that their Cloathing is only the effe&t of their Nakednefs ; and 
that their Nakedneſs.is only the efte&t of their Sin: And there- 
fote, they are reſolved not.to be Proud of thoſe Cloaths, which 
ought to. Humble them with the thoughts of their firſt Ori- 
gina), and to put them in mind of thoſe tatter'd Rags they are 
Now Cloathed with, inſtead of that Glorious Robe of Righte- 
oulneſs, which they Once had in Paradiſe. When men do caſt 
Embers, and- ſprinkle Aſhes upon their Heads, they publickly 
tell God, that their Sins are ſo Many, and fo great, that they 
deſerve nothing, but Death ; they deſerve nothing, but to have 
Thoſe dreadful Words, i» the Office for the Burial of the Dead, 
gonſtantly. ſounding in their Ears, Farth to Earth, Aſhes to 
Aſhes, and Duſt to Duſt. And when men do thus Openly de- 
declare their inward Sorrow of Heart, by theſe and the like 
outward ſigns of Faſting and Mortification, they mightily move 
both God and Man to have Mercy upon them. For, when the 
Servants of Ben-hadad King of Syria, girded Sackcloath on their 
Loins, and put Ropes on their Heads, and preſented themſelves 
to Ahab King of [frael, in that humble and miſerable Cons 
dition, he could nor chu'e but have Pity upon him, though 
God had appointed him to utter Deftrufion, and though he and 
his people were to loſe their Lives, for ſaving him and his peo- 


Pe from Death, 1 Kings 20. 32, 42. Yea, and that very ſame Ahab, 


by Humbling himſelf with Faſting in Sackcloath and Aſhes, moved 
God to take away from him one of the greateſt temporal Judg- 
ments, that ever was threatned = a mortal Man, 1 Aings 
21, 17. with the following Verſes to the end of the Chapter. 
And here now, tet no Proud Sinner, that deſpiſeth the Mi- 
niſters of God's Word, imagine, that the day appointed for 
the Ordination of Prieſts and Deacons, is not of to great Con- 
cern to the Nation, that it ought to be kept with ſo-much 
Stritagels and Solemaity : Let no Gracele's Perſon think fo _ 
fully. 
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fully of Ember- week and Ordination -day : For, the Apoſtles 


thought themſelves bound, to Ordain wo Elders in any Church; 
without the Solemnity of a Faſt, AQts 14, 23. And Chrif# him 
ſelf, before he entered upon his Miniſterial Office, Faſted forty 
days and forty nights, Matth. 4. 2, 17. And if Faſting, and 
ſo long Faſting, was Neceſſary to fit and prepare Chriſt for the 
Miniſtry, how much more Neceſſary is it to fit and prepare 
Us for it, who are Infinitly ſhort of his Divine PerfeQions ? 

And thus I have -ſhewn you, what is meant by Ordination- 
day, and what is meant by Ember - week. And that you may 
all keep them, as they ought to be kept, I have purpoſely pitch'd 
upon thefe Words, which are the Goſpel for the Ordination of Priefs, 
as being moſt proper for this Grear Occaſion, and our moſt 
Serious Meditation upon it. When Feſus ſaw the Multitudes, be 
was moved with Compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, and 
were ſcattered abroad, as Sheep having no Shepherd. Then ſaith 
he unto bis Diſciples, The Harveſt truly is Plenteous, but the La- 
bourers are Few: Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt, 
that he will ſend forth Labourers into his Harveft. 

In which words there are ſeveral DoArines: But I can, at 
preſent, only Infiſt upon this One. 

Though there be a great many Minifters in a City or Country ; 
yet, the Common People may be ready to Faint, and to Periſh for 
want of Knowledge ; for want of Plain, Aﬀettionate, Praftical, and 
co Preaching : Tea, and their Caſe may be ſo deſperately 
Bad, that nothing but a Company of poor filly Sheep ſcatter'd abroad 
without a Sheperd, can poſſibly repreſent their deplorable Condition. 

And the Reaſons, which prove this'DoQtrine, are theſe: - 
_ Firſt, There were a great many Scribes, and Pharifees,and Laws 
yers in our Saviour's time. For, he denounced more Woes, and 
greater Curſes againſt Them, than againſt all others; becauſe 
They were more againſt Him and his Goſpel, than all others 


. were, Matth, 23. throughout the Chapter. And yet, notwith- 


Nanding there wete ſo many Miniſters, and DoQtors, and Prea« 
chers of the Law at that time, the Text tells us, The Labou- 
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rers were Few. Few of them. all would Labour in the Harveſt} 
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and Feed the Flock of the Lord. And therefore, The Multi: 
tudes Fainted, Or, as the Margine of the Bible has, it, 7bey, 
were Tired, by going ſo far to hear an Awakening Preacher, 
and they Lay down for Wearineſs, and they were ſcattered abroad, 
as Sheep having no Shepherd. And what was their Caſe then, may, 
for any thing we know, be the Caſe of ſeveral Thouſands and 
Millions at this preſent time : .For, The thing that hath been, it 
is that which ſhall be; and that which is done, is that which 
ſhall be done: And there is no New thing under the Sun, Eccl. x, g. 

Secondly, The Scripture tells us of ſome, who ought to be 
Teachers, but in Truth, have need to be Taught themſelves the 
very firft Principles of the Oracles of God, Heb. 5. 12. They 
ſer up for Preachers, before they well underſtand their Cate- 
chiſm ; - That Form of Dottrine, that Form of Sound Words, 
and that Form. of. Knowledge. and Truth, which they ought to be 
firſt Inſtructed in. For fays the Prophet, 7/a. 56. 10. 11. His 
Watchmen and his Shepherds are Blind; they are all Ignorant ; 
they are all Dumb Dogs; they cannot Bark, they cannot Under- 
Fand. And if poor Ignorant people have ſuch an /gzorant Man 
for their Miniſter, mult they not, without a Miracle, neceſlari- 
ly Periſh for want of Knowledge? For, how can the Blind 
lead. the Blind? Or how can the Dumb {peak to the Deaf? 
Or how can the Ignorant Guide Teach his people Knowledge? 

Thirdly, The Scripture teils us of others, who, though they 
arc Learned. enough). and Able enough to Preach to their People ; 
yet, they are not Wiling enough to do it, They aze Idle and 
Lazy ; they put their Candle under a Bulhel ; they hide their Ta- 
lent in a Napkin; and they keep their Learning to themſelves, 
as a ſtingy Miſer does his Gold, and no man isever the better 
for it. For ſays the Prophet, 1/az. 56. 10. They S.eep, they: Lie 
down, they love ta. Slumber. And this CharaQter did not only 
belong to fome few of. them :. For, it is there ſaid, they 42 did 


ſo: That is, the Generality and the greateſt part of chem did 


ſo. And if poor Ignorant people have ſuch an 7d/e Man for 


their Miniſter, mult they not, without a Miracle, Neceſlarily 
Periſh, for want of Knowledge? For, what matter is it, whe-_ 
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ther a Man ſtarve for want of Money to buy him Meat, or for 
want of a Heart to uſe his Money for his neceilary Support ? 
And, what Matter is it, whether a mans Guide be Jgnoxant and 
cannot ; or Whether he be Learned, and will not ſhew him the 
way to Heaven? 

Fourthly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, though they 
are neirher Ignorant nor Idle; but, very Learned, and very La- 
borious : Yet they are Covetous and Yoluptuous, They ule nei- 
ther their Learning nor their Labcur in Preaching to their Peo- 
ple, but in ſeeking what they have, and in getting it awav 
from them, They teek not Them, but Theirs ; not their Souls, 
but their Riches. Their whole Buſineſs is only, t Devour 
Widows Houſes, and to Turn the Houſe of God into a Den of 
Thieves. For ſays the Prophet, 7/a. 56.11. They are Greedy 
Dogs, which can never have enough; they all look to their own 
Way, every one for his Gain from his Quarter, And that you 
may know, what they do wath all that they thus Covetosſly 
ſcrape together, their Yoluptuouſneſs follows in the next words ; 
they beſtow it all upon their Luſts, upon their filthy Pleaſure. 
For, it is there faid of them, verſe 12. Come ye, ſay they, I wil- 
fetch Wine, and we will fill our ſelves with Strong drink; and to 
Morrow (hall be as this Day, and much more prom box And that 
you may not think, that this one Prophet only met with bad 
Miniſters, hear what is written, Ezek. 34. 2, 3,4. Woe be to 
the Shepherds of Ifrael, that feed themſetves, that eat the Fat, 
and cloath them with the Wool, and kill them that are Fed; but, 
Feed not the Flock, but Rule them with Force-and Cruelty. And. 
that you may not think, that this was only the CharaQter of 
ſome few of them, ir is there added, wer. 5, 6. There was no 
Shepberd ; but, all the Sheep, and all the Flocks, were ſcattered 
wpou all the Face of the Earth: And None, mark it, not One; 
did Search or Seek. after them. And therefore, this dreadful 
Curſe is denounced againſt them, Zech. 11. 17. Woe to the Idol 
Shepherd. That is, that Man who pretends to be a Shepherd, 
but is no more a Shepherd, than an Idol, which pretends to be 
God, is God.. #oe.to the Idol Shepherd, that leaveth the Flock: 
64-4 t0-. 
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to the Care of a Hireling : The Sword ſhall be upon his Arm, auil 
upon. his right Eye ; his Arm ſhall be clean dryed up, and bis right 
Eye ſhall be utterly darkned, Mark this as long as you live. 
A Miniſter that does not look after his Pariſh in his own Perſoy, 
but leaves it to the Care of a Hireling, is not really a Miniſter; 
but, he is an Idol. For, he has a Mouth.indeed ; but, he ſpeaks 
mot a Word in Seaſon to the Souls of his People: He has Eyes; 
but, he Sees not their Straits and Neceſlities: He has Ears ; 
but, he Hears not their Groans and Complaints for Bread: And 
he has Feet; but, he Walks not to Viſit them upon their Sick 
or Death - Beds: *And his Puniſhment for this 1s very Severe 
and Terrible. For, the .Sword ſhall be upon his Arm, and upon 
his right Eye: His Arm ſhall be clean dryed up, and his right 
Eye Real be utterly darkned. And when all this is come upon 
thee ; what? Oh what wilt thou be the better for all that thou 
haſt gotten by thy Pluralities and Non-Refidence! What ! Oh 
what will thy Money then avayl thee, when Thou and 7: muſt 
periſh both together! And if poor Ignorant: People have ſuch 
a Covetous and Yoluptuous Man for their Miniſter, muſt they 
not, without a Miracle, neceſlarily periſh for want 'of Know- 
ledge? For, how-can a Covetous Man, whoſe God is 'his Gold, 
Preach againſt the Love of Money, which is the Root of all Evil > 
Or how can a Yoluptuous Man, whoſe God is his Belly, Preach 
for Faſting, Self-denial and Mortification? Or if he does; yet, 
how can any one that hears him, believe a word of what he 
ſays, when that may be juſtly faid ro him, which was unjuft- 
ly ſaid to Moſes, Numb. 16. 14. Wilt thou put ot the Eyes of 
theſe Men, by Preaching that ro them, which thou thy Self 
wit not praQtice ; and by binding heavy Burthens, and grievons 
to be born, and laying them on their Shoulders, but thou thy ſeif 
wilt not move them with one of thy Fingers * Matth. 23. 4. | 
Fifthly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, though they 
are neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Covetous, nor Voluptuous ; 
yet, they are Proud. They love the Praiſe of Men, more than the 
Praiſe of God ; they love to be called Rabbi; they love the upper- 
moi} Roms at Feaſts, and the chief Seats -in the Synagogues, and 
Greet 
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Greetings in the Markets. They ſcorn ſuch a poor place, as 
NezaFeth or Galilee; they muſt needs be at Feraſleas, and 
preach ar Court, where they may be moſt ſeen of Men. They 
think it below them to Feed God's Lambs, to Catechize little 
Children, to Conceal their Learning, and to ſpeak fo plain, that 
the moſt ſgnorant Men and Women may underſtand-and profit 
by them. They think that preachirg the Law, which is to 
Convince Men of Sin, and to humble them for it, can never work 
upon Gentlemen, which are only to be wrougbt upon by ealier 
and gentler Methods. That is, in plain Engliſh, by ſmooth azd 
flattering Words. They think that preaching of Election, YVocas 
tion, Fuſtification, Adoption and Sanfification, 1s nothing elſe bur 
ſo much Spiritual Cant. And indeed, They think no Preaching 
is good for any thing, but that which is really good for nothing : 
That which is Fligh and Lofty, &yaint or Witty, Scholaſtica! or 
'# Controverfial, and above the Reach of ordinary Capacities. And 
; therefore, Our Saviour makes it as great a Miracle, and as cer- 
tain a Sign of the True Meſfas, that the Poor had the Goſpel 
preached unto them, as that the Blind ſaw, the Lame walzed, 
the Deaf heard, the Lepers were cleanſed, and the Dead were 
raiſed up from Death to Life, Matth. tr. 5. And if poor Ig- 
norant People have fuch a Proud Man for their Miniſter, mult 
| they not, without a Miracle, neceſlarily perith for want of 
Knowledge? For, if an Archer does always ſhoot above the Mark, 
can he ever Hit it? And if a Miniſter does always preach above 
the Capacity of his Hearers, can he ever Teach rhem Know- 
ledge? Is it not all one, as if he ſpoke to them in an 7»tnown 
Towgue, and were altogether a Barbarian unto them? 
| Sixthly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, though they 
f are neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Covetous, nor Voluptuous, 
fi rior Proud: Yet, they are Deceitful; They handle the Word of - 
b God deceitfully; they Deceive God's people, by preaching thar-- 
” . to them for God's Word, which is not really Z7:s, bur rheir 
Own ; they preach to them the Inticing Word's of Mans Wiſdom, 
inſtead of the Sincere Milk of the Word; they thew them the 
Form, and not the Power of Godlin?ſs ; they Feed them with Ce- 
aha reme>- 
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remonies and Shadows, inſtead of Subſtantial and Fundamental 
Truths; They puff them up with Science falſly ſo called, inſtead of 
the Simplicity of the _ - they. ſpoil them thro' Phyloſophy and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of 
the World, and not after Chriſt; They Teach them'for Dotirines 
1 the Commandments of Men ; yea, they Teach them the very Dottrines 
| of Devils, .Matth. 15. 9. compared with Colof. 2. 8. and 1 Tim. 
4+ I- And by this means, all true Goſpel - preaching is in ma- 
ny places much negleQed; and in ſome places it is almoſt 
wholly foſt. And it poor Ignorant people have ſuch a deceir- 
ful Handler and Corrupter of God"s Word for their Miniſter, muſt 
| they not,” without a Miracle, neceſſarily periſh for'want of 
| Knowledge? For, how can a Man poſſibly ſubſiſt, if he has 
| only a Stone for Bread, a Scorpion for an Egg, and a Cup of 
| poiſon for the Blood of the Grape ? : 
1 Seventhly, The Scripture tells us of Others, who, tho' they 
1 are neither Ignorant, nor Idle, 'nor Covetous, nor. Voluptuous, 
| nor Proud, nor Deceitful ; yet, they -are far Worſe than all theſe. 
| For ſays our Saviour, Matt. 23:13. Wo unto you Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, Hypocrites. For, ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againft 
Men. Te neither go into it your ſelves, neither Juffer ye them that are 
entring to go in. And then it follows, wer. 15. Te compaſs Sea 
and Land to make one Proſelyte, and when he is made, ye make | 
| him twofold more the Child of Hell than your ſelves. They would | 
1 neither be good Themſelves, nor ſuffer Orhers to be fo. They : 
would neither Preach Themſelves, nor ſuffer Chriſt and his | 
| Apoſtles to Preach to the People, that were ready to Periſh 
for want of a Plain and a Searching Preacher. They were like 
# thoſe two Priefſls, Zophni and Phinehas, who would neither be 
| Chaſt Themſelves, nor ſuffer Others to be ſo, but /ay with the 
| Women that Aſſembled at the Door of the Tabernacle of the Con* 
gregation, 1 San. 2. 22, They were like Ahab and Zedekiah, 
| thole two other Prieſts, who would neither bz Chaſt Them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer Others to be ſo, but were Roafted in the Fire 
by the King of Babylon, for committing Adultery with thetr Neigh- 
hours Wives, Jerem. 29. 22, 23- And they were like thoſe 0» 
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ther Vagdly Prieſts and people of the Jews, who Perſectted 
St. Paul, and forbid him to Preach to the Gentiles, that they might 
be Saved, to fill up their Sins alway, For, the Wrath of God is 
come upon them to the uttermoff, x The, 2.15, 16. Mark this 
all of you as long as you Live: If a Miziſter refuſes to Preacls 
himſelf, and forbids others to Preach; it is a certain Sign, that he 
#1 come to the Height of Wickedneſs, and has filled up the full . 
meaſure of all his Sins, and the Wrath of God is come upon hins 
to the uttermo, And yet, there were not only ſome few of 
the Clergy, that were then thus Notoriouſly Wicked. For. 
our Saviour lays it to the Charge of all the Scribes, and Pha- 
riſees, and Preachers of the Law ia his time. And they all 
were ſo far from Denying that Charge, that they Gloried, and 
Boaſted in it» For ſay they to the Officers, that would not be 
ſo bad as they would have them be, by Apprehending Chriſt, 
and bringing him Bound to them, Are ye alſo Deceived 2 Fave 
any of the Rulers, or of Phariſees believed on him? But, this People, 
who knoweth not the Law, are Curſed, John 7. 47, 43, 49. And 
if poor Ignorant people have ſuch men as theſe for their 
Miniſters, muſt they not, without a Miracle, Neceſfarily periſh 
for want of Knowledge 2 For, how can they poſlibly learn any 
True and Saving Knowledge, when their Miniffers Curſe them 
for believing on Chriſt, and Damn them to the pit of Hell, for 
refuſing to be as Bad as they would make them? That is, 
twofold more the Children of Hell than themſelves. 

And thusI have Proved out of God's own Word, without any Ad- 
dition of my own Head; by plain and expreis Texts of Scrip» 
ture, that, 7hough there be a great many Miniſters in a City or 
Country ; yet, the Common People may be ready to Faint and ts 
Periſh for want of Knowledge; for want of Plaig, Aﬀeftionate, 
Pradtical, and Scripture - Preaching: Tea, and their Cale may be 
ſo deſperately. Bad, that nothing, Fur 4 Company of poor Silly Sheep 
ſeattered abroad without a Shepherd, can poſſibly repreſeat their 
deplorable Condition. And that is the DoQrrine with: its Proof, 
' The Ule of it is this, 
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Firſt, The Holy Ghoſt has Cauſed the Faults of God's Mi- 
niſters to be written in Scripture: And therefore, We that are 
the Preachers of God's Word, are boand in Contcienc2 to 
preach againſt thoſe Miniſterial Faults, in our- Sermons before 
rhe Clergy : Eſpecially, upon ſuch publick. O-cafions, as Em- 
ber-week and Ordination-day ; that ſo, we may all be called 
upon, and ſtirred up to the better Performance of our Duty. 
For, thus did the Prophets in the Old Teſtam2nt, as 1s plain 
trom Mal. 2.1, 2, O ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for ou: If 
ye will not hear, and if you will not lay it to heart, to give Glory 
usto my Name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ; I will even ſend a Curſe 
pon you, and I will Curſe your Bleſſings : Tez, I have Curſed them 
already, becauſe Te do not lay it to heart. And thus did Chriſt 
himſelf in the New Teſtament, as is plain from Matthew 23. 
throughout the Chapter; Where he does Rebuke the 
Faults of the Jewiſh Clergy ſo ſharply, and does denounce fo 
many Woes and Curſes againſt them, as are enough to make 
a Man's Heart to ake, and to break in pieces, when he only 
hearsthem Read. And thereforc, if there be a M.niſter here 
preſent, that Hates him that tells him of his Faults, zz God's 
Name, out of God's Word, and by Go4 's Aathority : Then, thou 
Hateſt the Holy Gioſt, that commands him to do fo : Thou 
Hateſt the Prophets, that did ſo: Thou Hate!t Chriſt himſelf, 
that did fo too: And Thou Hate!ſt good O!d EF, that ſtrialy 
charged and command:d Samzel to do fo ro him, upon pain 
of Damnation, 1 Sam 3, 17, If there be a Miniſter here pre- 
ſent, that Hates him that Thus tells him of his Fauits; Then 
thou art worſe than th? common People, that dzfir'd St. Fohn 
Baptiſt ro do ſo to them, Luke 3. 10, Thou art worle than the 
common Souldiers, that defird him to do fo to them, wer. 14, 
Thou art worſe than the Publicans and Sinners, that defir'd him 
to do ſo tothem, ver. 12. Thou art worſe than a Heathen, an 
Infidel, a Be!ſhizzar, that highly rewarded the Prophet Daniel 
for doing fo to him, Dar. 5. 25. with the following Veries. 


Yea, and in 01e wor,, Thou art worſe -than rhe very brute 


Beaſts that Periſh, And therefore, the Holy Ghok calls rhe a 
Bruitiſh 
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Bruitiſh Paſter, Jerem. 10. 21. And he gives thee the Reaſon 
for it, Prov. 12, 1. Becauſe, Ie that FHateth Reproof is Brui« 
tiſh, For, he does like a Bruit, that kicks azain/t the Pricks, and 
kicks againFf the Goad, that firikes him. He hates to be Reprov'd, 
and he flies into his Reprovers Face, and he does him a Mil 
Chief, if he can, And how then canſt Thou pretend to be a 
Miniſter, when thou Hateſt the Holy Ghot, FHateFft the Prophets, 
Hateſt good old Eli, and Hateſt Chriſt himſelf? How canit Thou 
pretend to be a Man, a Learned Man, a Chriſtian Man, and a 
Clergy-man ; when thou art worſe than the common People, worſe 
than the common Souldiers, worſe than the Publicans gnd Sinners, 
worſe than the Heathens and Tnfidels; yea, and worſe than the ves 
ry Bruits themſelves> And yet, This, and only This is thy 
Name in the Judgement of God, whatever Men judge of Thee, 
if thou Hateſt him that tells thee of thy Faults, i» God's Name, 
out of God's Word, and by God's Authority, But, my Beloved 
in the Lord, We are perſwaded better things of you, and things 
that accompany Salvation, though we thus ſpeak, Heb. 6. 9. 

Secondly, The Holy Ghoſt has cauſed the Faults of God's 


' Miniſters to be written in Scripture. And the ſame Holy Ghoſt 


aſlures us, that whatever is written in Scripture, is written for 
our Initruttion. And theretore, let every Miniſter here preſent 
lay his Hand to his Heart, and Examine his own Soul ttriatly 
and impartially, as he will anfwer for it before Gcd at the Day 
of Judgment : Let him, I fay, thus try and fearch himſelf, 
whether he is not guilty of thoſe Faults, which the Minilters 
cf tormer Ages are Recorded in Scripture to have been guilty 
of : That fo, he may ipeedily and effeQually Repent of them 
in this World, and avoid that everlaſting Deſtruction, that is 
duc to him for them in the world to come. 

Firft of all, Haſt thou Entred upon the Miniſtry, when thou: 
wert /gnorant cf the Miniſterial Otfice? Haf# thou Ran before 
God fent thee? and Prepheſyed to others, before the Lord had 
ſpoken to thee 2 Ferem. 23. 21. Haſt thou fet upon the Study of 
Divinity, before thou haſt ſcarce Read, and much leſs digeſted 
a Sound Courle of Philoſophy? Haſt thou fet up for a Preacher, 

C2 before 


| + Þ Woh 
before thou haſt ever Read thy Bible Thoroughly and to the Pur- 
Poſe > Or doft thou even yer know and underſtand the Lan- 
guages, Which thy Bible was Originally writ in? And haſt 
thou taken upon thy ſelf the Cure of Souls, before thou wert 
Learned enough, or perhaps of Age, to undertake it ? 

Secondly, If thou art Learned enough; yet, art thou Willing 
enough to Diſcharge ſo great a Cure? Art thou not idle ? Dot 
thou Read Prayers in thy Pariſh Church every Day in the 
Week, both Morning and Evening ? Doſt thou Preach every 
Lords-day in the Forenoon, and Catechize in the Afternoon 2 
Doſt thou Catechize and Read a Homily every Holy-day, as 
the Rubrick commands thee> Doft thou go from Houſe to Houſe 
in the Week-days, and ſee whether thy People do Pray, and 
perform all other Chriſtian Duties in their Families? Aﬀs 
20, 20, And dolt thou do all this thy Selt, and in thy own Perſon 2 
Or doſt thou only employ a Mercenary Hireling, who is neither 
Able nor Willing to do it for thee, but only goes to thy Church 
on the Lords-day, and never minds thy people all the Week 
aſter? 

Thirdly; If thou. art neither Ignorant, nor Idle; but Learned 
enough, and Laborious enough :.Yet,art thou not Covetous and Yo- 
tuptwous ? Art thou not given to filthy Lucre, and filthy Pleaſure 3 
Does not Whoredom, and. Wine, and: Strong Drink, take away tby 
Fart; and take up that Time, which thou oughtelt to ſpend 
in hard Study, bitrer Weeping, fervent Prayer, and frequent 
Faſting? Hof. 4. 1x. Does not a Stingy, a Sordid, and an Im- 
moderate Love of the World make thee to jows Houſe to Houſe, 
and to lay Field to Field, and to heap up Preferment upon Pre- 

-ferment, #i/l-there be no. Place for thy poor Brethren, that thou 
mayeſt be placed Alone in the midſt of the Earth > Iſa. 5. 8. And 
when thou haſt gotten all this. together, dozs there not ſome 
Secret Curſe go along with ity.-and make it all to be Bitter unto 
thee; yea, and make thee to be Bitter. anJ Crue! to thine own 
Bowzls, and hinder thee trom being Charitable and Hoſpitable 
uno Ochers, and alſo from bzing Jult to thy Self, whom thou 
in a. manner ſtarveſt. for want: of Nzcellaries? Does not. thy 
Living 


py 
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Living overthrow thy Preaching? And does not thy Praftice 
make all thy Sermons of no Eff. 

Fourthly, If thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Cove- 
tous, nor Voluptuous; yer, art thou not Proud? Doſt thou 
not ſcorn to be fo Plain in thy Szrmons, as be counted a Fool 
for Chriſt his Sake > Dot thou not ſcorn ro quit thy Humane 
Learning, for the Feoliſhueſs of Preaching? Doſt thou not fcorn 
to uſe a Familiar and a Popular way of Preaching, when thou 
Thinkeſt thou canlt ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels 2 
Doſt thou not ſcorn to Quote any Texts of Scripture in thy 


- Sermons, and to uſe Scripture Expreſſions, Scripture Proofs, Scrip- 


ture Similitudes, Scripture Examples, and Scripture Applications, 


* as if they were all 700 Courſe and Homely for the [tching Ears 


of this Adulterous Age? Dot thou not diſdain the very Name 
of a Country-Parſon, and wholly Set up for a Higher, a Richer, 
and an Eaſier Oiice? Doſt thou not diſdain to go and Viſit 


* poor people, to ſeek that which was loſt, to bring again that which 


was driven away, to bind up that which was broken, and to ftrengthes 
that which was Sick > Ezek. 34. 16. Doſt thou not chuſe to be 
the Author of a New Notion, tho? it be Falſe, rather than to 
Preach and to Preſs an Old Known Truth upon the Hearts of 
thy Hearers? Doſt thou not chuſe to Introduce three Gods into- 
the World , rather than be content with the Old and True way 
of Expreſſing the Trinity? 

Fifthly, 1t thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Covetous,. 
nor Voluptuous, nor Proud; yet, art thou not Deceitful > Arr 
thou not a Deceitful Handler and Corrupter of Gods Word? 
Doſt thou not hold that Original Sin, is not Properly a Sin; 
or if-it be ſo; it is but the Leaſt of all Sins? Doſt thou not 
hold the Pelagian and Arminian DoQtrines, inſtead -of the Ar- 
ticles and Homilies of our Church? Doſt thou not ſay, that 
our Articles are only Articles of Peace, and-not Articles of Re- 
ligion > Doſt thou not ſay, that our Homilies doonly contain ſuch 
Dotrines, as Were Neceſlary for the Time they were Writ 
in, but not for the Time we now Live in? Dot thou not 
Adore Free-will (o-far, as to make an-7o! of ir; yea; and to 
make. 
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make God himſelf to Wait upon*its Choice, in the Almighty 
Work of thy Converſion? Doſt thou not make God to be 
in a manner an /a/e Spefator, and thy Free - will to be- the 
Oxely Agent in thy Salvation ? Doſt thou not Attribute 10 muck 
to Natural Reaſon, and Moral. Suafjon, that the Powerful, and 
Efeitual, and Irre/iſtible, working of God's Spirit, is wholly Re- 
jeted by thee as a meer Dream, and an Idle Fancy ? Doſt 
thou not Extol thine Own Strength fo far, as to Frultrate the 
Grace of Chrif> Doſt not Thou, and not God, make Thee to 
Differ from another, which is diretly contrary to S?. Pauls 
DoCtrine? 1 Cor. 4- 7, Doſt thou not lay ſo great a Streſs 
upon Little things, as to ncgled the ILeightier matters of the 
Law? Dolt thou not make a Conſcience of Bowing at the Name 
of Feſus; and dolt thou make any Conſcience at all of Cur/ing, 
and Swearing by his Name, by his Blood, and by his Wounds 2 
Doſt thou not not make a Conſcience of Signzze a Child with 
the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm; and doit thou make any 
Conſcience at ail of Catechizing that Child in the Dodrine of 
the Croſs of Chriſt, tho* both the Rubrick, and the 59th Canes 
command thee to do ſo, every Lords - day and Holy day in the 
After - uoon, upon pain of Sharp Reproof tor the fiift Faulr, Suf- 
penſion for the fecond, and Excommanication tor the third ? 
Dolſt thou not cry out mightily againſt the that Sacrilegioutly 
rob the Church of its Patrimony; end d:#t thou at all cry out 
againſt thy Selt and Others, that rob C1757 of ttivie Souls, 
which he has purchaſed with his Blucd, by Suif.::ng them 
to Periſh tor want of True and Saving Know ledge? ÞN -: thoy 
not cry out mightily agatnit rhole people, that 9: tance of 
the Leaſt of thy 7zthes and Offerings; and dot thn at all 
cry out againſt thy Selt and. Others, that rb thule very 
peop'e of their Heart*s Blood, their Lives, thtir Sou's, and their 
Salvation, by Suttcring them ro be Damned for want ot Ca- 
reclizing and Preaching? Doil thou nor cry out Mm ghily azainſt 
the Papi/ts, for teeding their Commun:cants with meer Speczes 
and Accidents, initead of Subltantial Bread and Wine, repre- 
. ſcnting the Body and Blood of Chritt; and coit not thou 
Thy 
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Thy ſelf at the fame time Serve thy Hearers juſt at the ſame 
Rare, uv hilſt thou Contendeſt fo Much, and ſo Earreſtly for the 
Rites and Ceremonies, and fo Little, if at a, for the Doitrines 
of our Churct 2 

Sixth'y, If thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Covetous, 
nor Volvptuous, nor Proud, nor Dc<ceittul ; yet art thou not 
far Worſe than *!l theſe? For, doi thou not refule to be Good 
Thy felt, and hindcr Others to be fo? Dolt thou -nor refu'e 
to Faſt upon Ember - weck Thy feif, and hinder Ochers to do 
ſo, and Reproach them for it? Doſt thou not reſule to Preach 
Thy ſelf, and hind.r O:hers to do ſo, it thou thinkeſt they 
will Dare to Preach againit thy Great, and Crying, and Reign- 
ing, and Damning Sins? Thy Pluralities, thy No# - Reſidence, 
thy Arminianiſm, and thy Shameful Neglect of Catechizing, and 
Daily Prayers in thy Church and Family > Doſt thou not ger 
as many Church - Preferments, as thou poſſivly canſt, and re- 
fuſe to Preach in them All Thy felf, and thereby hinder all 
others, that are both Learned and Laborious 3 both Able and 
Willing to Preach in them 1n their own Perſons? Dofſt thou 
not Envy and Hate a good Orthodox Minilter, in thy very Heart 
and Soul; and fay of him, as the Scribes and Pharifees did of 
Chriſt; Ae hath a Devil, and is Mad, why hear ye Him? 
John 10. 20. Yea, and to Compicat thy Character ; Doft thou 
nat reckon it a Greater fault for a Man, to Tell thee of theſe thy 
Faults, than it is for thee and others to be Guilty of them? 

- And thus I have endeavoured to Examine every Miniſter 
here preſent, out of Gods own Word, whether he be really 
guilty of thoſe Sins, which the Miniſters of former Ages, 
are Recorded in Scripture to have bcen guilty of. I neither 
Accuſe you of, nor Condemn you tor, any one of all theſe Sins. 
But, I with with all my Heart and Soul, that both God and 
your own-Conſc.ences may Acquit ani A4bJolve you from them 
all. For, I call Hcaven and- Earth to Record, That 7 do wot jay 
theſe things to Shame you; but, as my Beloved Brethren, I Warn 
you, I Cor. 4. 14. I Warn you all ig Gods Name, and 11 Chrijts 
Name, that you dv not think your ſclves Aizogether Free from 

All, 
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AZ, or from any One of all theſe Sins. For, Original Sin, which 
has in its ſelf the Seed: of every Sin whatever, is not Wholly 
Mortified in the Beſt of you all: And therefore, it may make 
you to fall into the very WorF? of all theſe Sinsz as it made 
St. Peter to Deny Chriſt with Curſing and Swearing; and 
Hazael to do ſuch Bartarous things, as he thought None but 
a Dog. could ever have done; 2 Kings, 8. 13. / Warn you all 
zn Gods Name, and i» Chriſt's Name, that, as you value the Sal- 
vation of your own Seuls, and of them F ao hear you; ſo 
be ye Sure, not to find fau't with the Holy Ghoſt, who 
has commanded me, upon pain of Damnation, to Warn you all 
againſt all theſe Sirs: Nor yet to find fault with Me, who, 
according to the meaſure of Grace and Faithfulneſs He has given 
me, have Conſciencicuſly obey'd his command, and incurr'd your 
Diſpleafure for the Good of your Souls : But, lay all the faulr, 
if you are guilty of any fault, where it only ought to be laid, 
even upon your own ſelves. And reſolve, reſolve immediately 
upon a full and perfect Amendment of Life, from this very Day, 
from this very Hour, from this very Moment. For, we do nor 
know, whether any of us ſhall Live one Moment longer. We 
do not know» whether You or I ſhall Live to go out of this 
Church, or ever to come into it again, to be told of, and ſtir- 
red up to, the conſciencious diſcharge of our Miniſterial Office, 
thus Plainly, thus Impartially, thus Convincingly ; and I heartily 
Pray to God, Effettually, 

Oh my Beloved Brethren, do not think that I am. too earneſt, 
ot too much concerned tor your and your peoples Immortal Souls : 
For, I know, | know, that your Souls have coſt Chriſt very 
dear; they have coſt him his #7 arts Blood, they have coſt him 
his Life. And can I be too much Concerned» or can I ever be 
Concerned enoxgh, for the Salvation of thoie Souls, which have 
cok my Lord, my God, and my Saviour; which have coſt 
Chriſt Crucified ſo much ? 

Oh thoſe Emphatical Words of His to Simon Peter, are al- 

ways ſounding in my Ears, and deeply Rooted in my very 
Heart and Soul. Loveſt thou Me? Feed my Lambs. Loveſt thou 

| Ee | Me? 
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Me? Feed my Sheep. Loveſt thou Me? Feed my Sheep, John 
21- 15, 16, 17, And does Chriſt repeat this Thrice, that it 
may make the Deeper Impreſſion upon us? And are we fo I«- 
fenfible, and fo Seared, and ſo Judicially Hardned, as not to 
take the Leaſt Notice of it 2 Does Chriſt here try a Miniſters 
Love to him, Onely by Catechizing his Lambs, and Preaching to 
bis Sheep? And can I pretend to Love Chriſt, when I neither 
Catechize nor Preach i» my own Pariſh, all the Tear, or per- 
haps all my Life long? Or can I ever be roo /{riet in recom- 
mending theſe Duties, wherein my Love to Chrilt docs Onely 
conſiſt? My Love to Chriſt, who Loved Me, and gave himſelf 
for Me, when I was Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Gal. 2.20, com- 
pared with Epheſ. 2. 1. 

Oh theſe Eyes of mine, theſe Eyes of mine, have ſeen, how 
poor Country - people, do Sit in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 
Death, and areas Ignorant of Chriſtianity, as if Chriſt had ſcarce 
ever been Preached to them! And I am verily perſwaded, that 
if You, who have Great and Rich Places in the Countrey, 
would but do as Chriſt did; would but Go and See, how the 
Multitudes committed to ycur Charge, do Faint, and are Tired, 
and Wearied, and lie down, and are ſcattered abroad, as Sheep 
having no Shepherd; you could not poſſibly chuſe, but be mo- 
ved with Pity and Compaſſion on them; unleſs your Hearts 
are all Stone, and your Bowels are all Braſs, and Tou your ſelves 
are more Barbarous than the Sea Monſters, which draw out the 
Breaſt, and give ſuck to their Toung Ones, Lam. 4. 3. 

Oh my Beloved Brethren, do not think that I am zoo earneſt, 
or too much concerned tor your and your peoples Immortal Souls, 
For, whether we be beſides our ſelves, it is to God; or, whether 
we be ſober, it is for your cauſe: For, the Love of Chrift con- 
ftraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if One died for all, then 
were all dead; and that he died for all, that they which live, 
ſhould not henceforth live unto Themſelves, but unto Him, which 
died for them, and Roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 13, 14, 15. 

Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt has cauſed the Faults of God's Mi- 
niſters to be written in Scripture. And- the ſame Holy Ghoſt 
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aſſures us, that the -Faults of us Miniſters ate the Cauſe, why 
' our People do not Repent of their Sins, and Reform their Lives- 
For ſays the Lord, Jerem. 23.22. If the Prophets had flood in 
my Counſel, and had cauſed my People to hear my Words; then, 
they ſhould have turned from their evil Way, and from the evil of 
their Doings. Where you ſee, that the Cauſe, and indeed, the 
Onely Cauſe, here mentioned, why the People did not turn from 
their evil Way, and their evil Doings, is, becauſe the Prophets 
had not ſtood in the Counſel of the Lord, and had not cauſed them 
to hear his Words, And if you will turn to Malachz 2, 6. You 
will there find, that the great Succeſs of Levi's Miniſtry, in the 
Converſion of Souls unto God, is Oxely attributed to his Holy 
Preaching and Holy Living- For, the Law of Truth was in his 
Mouth, and Tniquity was not found in his Lips; be walked with 
God in Peace and Equity; and therefore, be did turn many away 
from Iniquity. And if thy Bad Life be the Cauiey and the Onely 
Cauſe here mentioned, why thy Pariſhioners are ſo Bad; Good 
God, what will become of thy poor Soul? Is not thine own 
Badneſs enough to Dama thee, but thou muſt alſo Add all the 
Badneſs of thy whole Parith to make thy Damnation the more 
Intolerable > Can not thine own Sins fink thee deep enough in- 
to Hell, but thou muſt alſo Add all the Sins of all thy people, to 
ſink thee deeper and deeper into the bottomleſs Pit, and the Gulf 
impaſable? Oh thou haſt Sins enough of thine own to anſwer 
for, though thou art the beſt Man upon Earth; and therefore, be- 
wot thou Partaker of other Mens Sins, 1 Tim. 5. 22, 

Fourthly, The Holy Ghoſt has cauſed the Faults of Gods Mi- 
niſters to be written in- Scripture: And the ſame Holy Ghot 
aſſures us, that the Faults of us Miniſters are the true and the 
Onely Cauſe, Why God: does curſe our very Bleſſings, and corrupt 
our Seed, and ſpread Dung upon our Faces, even y Dung of our ſ9- 
lemn Feaſts, and make us Contemptible and Baſe before all the peo- 
ple, Malachi 2: 2, 3,9. Where you lee, that all the Seed both of 
your Body and Ground, all. your Eſtate, all your Land, all your 
Money, all your Cattle, and- all your other temporal Bleſlings, 
ares Curicd. by Ged. himſelf, becauſe you do not perform the 
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Work of your Miniſtry withosr Fear or Favour ; but, are Par* 
tial. in the Law of the moſt High, ver. 9. You either Fear fuch 
a Mans Perfon, and Dare not; or you Admire ſuch a Mans Per- 
fon, and F711 ny, tell him of his Sins, in Hope of getting ſome- 
thing from him, by your baſe and cowardly Silence. - And be» 
cauſe you are thus Partial in God's Law, having Mens Per ſons in 
Admiration becauſe of Advantage, and Preferring one before another ; 
rherefore, God will certainly curſe all your Bleſſings; yea, and he 
has curſed them already, ver.'2. And therefore, if the common 
Obſervation, that is in every ones Moith, be really True: 7 do 
not ſay, It is True: But, if it be really True : That Clergy- 
mens Children are moze Tinfoztunate than other Dens ; then 
One Great Cauſe of it is this. Their Fathers do nor faithfully 
diſcharge their Miniſterial Office. And therefore, God, accord- 
ing to his Threatning, does corrupt all the Seed both of their 
Body and Ground, and /ays a dreadtul Carſe upon all their Bleſſings 
and Eſtates. And thote Effates and God's Curſe are Entailed to- 
gether upon their Children; as the' Leproſy and Eſtate of Gehazz 
deicendcd together upon his Poſterity, 2 Xings 5. 27. And there- 
fore, the Meat, Drink, Cloaths, Portions, and all other things, 
which the Children of ſuch ungodly Miniſters have, are curſed with 
the Curſs of Ged. And how rhen can ſuch Children poſlibly 
Thrive and Proſper in the World ? For, if the Bleſſing of God makes 
a Man Rich, tbe Curſe of God mult needs make him Poor, 
Prov, 10. 22. 

And here in our Church, no Man can be received into the 
Miniftry, but he muſt firſt make a Solemn Subſcription, that he 
acknowledgeth the Arzzcles and the Common-prayer Book to be 
Agreeable to God's Word, and that he will uſe That, and No 
other Form, in publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments. And no Man that is thus folemnly received into the 
Miniftyy, can be Lawtuli'y admitted into any Eccleſiaſtical Place, 
With or Without Cure of Souls, but he muſt alſo Take a mo# 
Strift and Severe Oath againſt Simony. And if it were poſſible 
for us to know, how many have broken this Oath, and are 
guilty of Perjury; and* bave broken their Sa#ſcription ro the 
fv | 'Dz Common- 
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Common-prayer Book, which they pretend to Magnifie and- Ad» 
mire ſo much, by neglefing to Catechize, and to Read the Daily 
Prayers and Homilies; and have broken their Subſcription to 
the Articles, by private Diſputing, publick Preaching and Printing 
againſt them: 1f, I fay, it were poſſible for us to know, how 
many are guilty of theſe things; it would make us All, zf we 
have but the leaſt Senſe of their miſerable State, to quake and trem- 
ble to Think of their Numbers. And yet, all theſe men have 
all their Bleſſings, and all their Eſtates, tb»s unlawfully gotten, 
curfed with the Curſe of God. And they can not poſſibly leave 
them to their Children, but they. mult alſo at the fame time 
neceſſarily leave the Curſe of God along with them. And how. 
then can ſuch Children, while they Keep and Live upon theſe ac- 
curſed things, without making any Reſtitution of them to the Right 
Owners : How can they, I ſay, poſſibly Thrive and Proſper in 
the World, unleſs God will ſuffer them to do ſo o# Purpoſe, that 
their Proſperity may deſtroy them, and make their DeſtruCtion the 
more_.Intolerable, Prov. 1. 32. | 

And indeed, if a Man ſeriouſly conſiders the Proceedings of 
God in this Particular, without all Prejudice and Partiality, he 
will preſently find them to be moſt highly Reaſonable. For, all 
people committed to a Miniſters Qharge, are, or at leaſt he is 
to endeavour to make them, his Children according to the Spirit, 
begotten again, through his Miniſtry, to a lively Hope, by the'Re- 
ſurreftion of Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, Galat. 4. 19. compared 
with 1 Pet. 1.3. And.ita Mailter, that does not Catechize and 
Preach in his own Pariſh-Church, does Force his Children accor- 
ding to the Cpirit, togo from Pariſh to Pariſh, and from Church 
to Church, to beg a little ſpiritual Food for their Sou!s, that 
are ready to Starve for Hunger and Thirſt ; then, is it not moſt 
highly. reaſonable, that his Children. according to the Fleſh, ſhould 
be forced to go from Houlz to Houle, and to beg their Bread 
' from Door to Door? And if a Miniſter forces his Spiritual Chile 
dren, to (tarve for want of the Body and Blood of Chriſt fre- 
quently Adminiſtred to them in the Bleſſed Sacrament ; then, 
is it not malt highly reaſonable, that his Natural Children, ſhould 
be forced to Starve for want of Meat and Drink? Sure 
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Sure I am, whatever you think of this Now, God has long 
ſince Threatned ir, and he will certainly bring it to paſs. For 
fays the Lord, Hof. 4. 6, 7. My people are deſtroyed for lack of 
Knewledge ; becauſe thou haſt rejefted Knowledge, I will alſo reject 
thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieft to me ; ſeeing thou haſt forgotten 
the Law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy Children, and change 
their Glory into Shame: And the Priefts eat up the Sin of my 
people, and they ſet their Heart on their Iniquity. That is, 
they Eat and Feaſt upon the Sacrifices, which my people of- 
fer for their Sins; and they are heartily glad, that they com- 
mit {s many Sins, and. do not at all endeavour to Reclaim 'em, 
leſt their Gain ſhould be loſt. And then it follows, ver. 10. 
They ſhall eat, of thoſe Sacrifices unlawfully gotten, and they 
mp not have enough ; they ſhall commit Whoredom, thinking there- 

y.to increaſe their Children, aud they ſhall not Increaſe ; becauſe 
they have left off to take heed to the Lord, Where you ſee, that 
the Sins of the Pricſts are Thrcatned with Scarcity of Bread, 
and they Aﬀet and Reach their Children as well as Themſelves, 
And you alſo ſee, that every Morſel you eat, and every Draught 
you drink, and every Rag of Cloaths you and your Children 
wear, are the Price of the Blood and Souls of thoſe poor People, 
which are Starved on Earth, and Damned in Hell, for want of 
your Catechizing and Preaching. Every Glaſs of Wine you 
drink, is Bought with the Price, and Ming/ed with the Blood, of 
thoſe poor People, which Periſh through your Negle&. Tou 
Grind the Faces of the poor ; and then, as the P/almiit elegantly 
exprelleth it, Tou eat them up for Bread, whenever you Feed your 
ſelves with the 7ithes and Offerings of thole people, who are 
ready to periſh everlaſtingly, becauſe of your ſhameful Abſence 
from them all the Year long. And by this means, 7e cover the 
Altar of the Lord with the Tears, the Weeping, and rhe Crying out 
of thoſe Poor, Starved, and Damned Souls ; Inſomuch that the - 
Lord regardeth not your Offering any more, nar receiveth it with 
good will at your Hands, Mal. 2. 13. 

And how then can you cver expz, that your Eltates,: thus 

Damnably gotten, (ſhould gver Thrive or Proſper with You or- 
| your; 
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'your Children? And therefore, though you have no Regard ty 
your own Souls, nor to the Souls of your people, nor to the 


Blood of Chriſt, which was Shed for the Redemption both of 


your and their Souls; = however, have ſome Jittle Regard-gq 
the Bodies and Souls of your poor Children. Oh do not makg 
. them a Generation of God's Wrath/ Do not make them the Heirs 
of your Vices as well as your Eſtates. - Do not make them to 
Inherit your Curſes as well as your Bleſſings. Oh remember 
what a dreadful Legacy Joableft to his Children, 2 Sam. 3. 29, 
One of them was to have an 1ſae, another a Leproſy, another 
to lean on his Staff for Lameneſs, another ts fall on the Sword, 
and another zo /ack Bread, And canſt thou find in thy Hearr 
to leave thy Children no better; yea, far worſe Legacies than 
theſe are? Canſt thou find in thy Heart to leave thy /gnorance 
and Idleneſs to ONE, thy Covetouſneſs and Y oluptuouſneſs tO ano» 
ther, thy Pride and Malice to another, and thy Neglef of Ca-+ 
techifing, Preaching, and daily Prayers in thy Church and Family 
to another of thy- Children ? Canſt thou find in thy Heart 
to leave thy Children no better Legacies than theſe are? Canſt 
thou pretend to Love thy Children, and yet leave them Nos 
thing to Live upon, but thy Yices and thy Curſes, the Tears 
of the Living, and the Blood of the Dead > And canſt thou 
ſtill expeR, that they ſhould Thrive and Proſper in the World, 
when this is all the Portion, and all the Szockt, rhou giveſt 
them,. to begin the World, and to fet up with? 

Fifthly, There was hererotore & Generation of Men, who 
cried up, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, The 
Temple of the Lord, Jerew. 7.4. And yet, thoſe very Men 
were the greateſt Enemics to that Temple. For, it 1s there 
exprefly taid of them, verſe 6. 9. That they would oppreſs the 
Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the Widow ; they would ſhed innocent 
Blood, Steal, Murder, commit Adultery, Swear falſly, burn Incenſe 
fo Baal, and walk after other Gods, And have not We juſt fuch 
another fort of Men now adays, who cry up, The Church, The 
Church, The Church ; and yet, will do Nothing for the Church, 
but . Drizk, and Swear,-and Whore, and take away the Church: 

| Land, 
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Land,'and Call the Beſt Men of its Communion, the Soundef? 
Preachers and the Striftef# Livers, a Company of Puritans an 
Phanatick5? And theſe Men, I know very well, will preſently pre- 
fend a great deal of Zeal, and will find Fault with thoſe Texts 
bf Scripture, which I have Quoted out of God's own Word for 
the Proof of my DoQtrine : And 'to the'e Men I will only fay 
thus much, 4 chat Virgin, or a chaſ# Wife, does not at all rhink 
her ſelf abuſed, when the hears a Whore or an Adultreſs ſet 
forth in her proper Colours: And a Learned and a Laborious 
Miniſter, dots not at all think Himſelf, or the Miniſterial O& 
fice, abuſed ; when an Ignorant, an Idle, a Covetous, a Wanton, 
and a Proad Phariſee is deſcribed to the Life. If any Man here 
preſent finds himſelf Toauch'd ; in God's Name, let him Reform 
and Amend: And if not, why does he then find Fault? Let 
him rather Bleſs God that he ſtands, and take heed that he wo 
wot fall 

When we thus /ay the Axe to the Root of the Tree, and begin, 
where Goi's Judgments uſually do, wirh God's own Houſe firſt, 
and deal impartially with vur ſelves ; then, our Hearers will think 
we are in good Earneſt, when we do nor fpare our ſelves; they 
will think we have the ſame BletfleJ Spirit that Moſes had, who 
did not Spare either Himſelf, or his Brother Aaron, or his Siſter 
Miriam ; but Plainly and Publickly recorded theif Faults in 


_ Scripture, as well as others; and they will never be- able to 


be Angry with us, for telling them of. ther Sins roundly and 
ſmartly to their Face. And indeed, to tell you my Mind: 
freely; it is not our Priviledge, Onely ty tell other Men of- 
their Sins, and never to be told of our own. It is not our 
Prerogative, Onely to declaim againſt other- Mens Vices, and. 
to. Live and*to Reign in our own without Controul. No, 
No, If ever the Church be Reformed, We. Church-Men, and We. 
Clergy Men, muff firft Reform our ſelves. For, We are the Salt 
of the Earth ; and therefore, we are to fpend our ſelves, 4s 
Salt is ſpent, to Seaſon others, and to krep them from Cor- 
ruption; and how can we do fo, if we our {elves have loſt 
our Savour?. We are the Light-of the World; - and therefore, 
mY WS. 
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we are to ſpend .our ſelves; as a Candle is ſpent, to enhght- . 
en others; and how can we do fo, if we our ſelves are all&1 
Darkneſs 2 Matt. 5.13, 14- 446 
Sixthly, If it be a diſmal Sight to ſee ſeveral Thouſkndaofy 
poor people, Fainting, and ready to Periſh for want of a | 
tle Meat and Drink to feed their Bodies; then, is it not a far * 
worſe Sight to ſee ſeveral Thouſands of poor -people, Fainting, 
and ready to Periſh for want of good Catechizing and Preach- | 
ing to feed their Souls? For, though a Man's Body ſtarve - 
for want of Meat and Drink; yet, his Soul may go to Hea-» 
ven notwithſtanding ; as-is plain from what is recorded of 
Lazarus, Luke 16.21, 22. But if a Man's Soul ſtarve for want 
of Catechizing and Preaching, both his Body and his Soul, x 
the Ordinary Way of God's Providence, muſt needs go to Hell, 
A Famine of Bread is bad; but, a Famine of the Word. is 
far Worſe. For, the Soul that feeds upon the Word, is far 
better than the Body that feeds upon Bread. For ſays the 
Prophet, .J/a. 30. 20. Though the Lord give you the Bread of 
Adverſity, and the Water of Aftitlion ; yet ſhall not thy Teach- 
ers be removed into a Corner any more, Where you fee, that 
though a Man be fed with the Bread of Adverſity, and the 
Water of Afﬀtiidtion ; that is, ſuch courſe Fare, as 1s ſcarce able 
to keep Body and Soul together ; yet, as logg as he has his 
Teachers left him, and he may both 'See and Hear them ; 
he has that wbich is far better. For, Ur 7s better to be a 
Beggar with the Goſpel, than to be a King without it. For fays 
the Holy K. David, 1t is better to be a Door-keeper in the Houſe 
f the Lord, than to dwell in the Tents of ©ngodlineſs, Pſalm 
4. 10, And theretore, it is a ſhrewd Sign, that God is 
extreme Angry with a People, when he taxes away a good 
Miniſter from.them. For, When God took away Lot, the Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs, from Sodom ; he preſentiy rained upon it Fire 
' and Brimſtone from [Teaven, Gen. 19. 22, 24. It is a ſhrewd 4 
Sign, that God is cxtreme Angry with a people, when he 
ſends them a bad Minitler: .For, when God ſets a Lyon, a | 
Welf, or a Leopard, to Watch over a City, has he not a mind | 
| 9 
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to: Deſtroy it 2 Jeremiah 5.6. And, when God put a lying 
rit into the Mouth 'of all Abab's Prophets, to perſwade 
War go up to Ramoth- Gilead, had he not fully deter- 
maned that Place for his Deſtrution ? x Kings 22. 23. And 
therefore, you may all aſſure your ſelves, that God has 
mort many People to Save in that Pariſh, where he does not 
Settle. a good Minifter, For, if God has any Harveſt in 
a Pariſh, he will certainly Send a good Labourer, to reap 
it down, to gather it up, and to put it into his Barn. 

- If God has any Sheep' in a Pariſh, he will certainly 
Send a good Shepherd to look after them. For, if God 
has much People at Corinth, br any where .elſe, he always 
Sends them a Paul, or ſome other able Miniſter, to In- 
- rut them in the Faith of Chriſt, As 18, 9, 10. For, 
the Harveſt, the Sheep, and the People of God, are the 
Jewels of the Lord of Hoffs, and they ſhall all be care- 
tully* made up, and fafely kept by that -watchfu! Keeper 
of Iſrael, that never Slumbers nor Sleeps, Malachi 3. 17. 
compared with Pſalm 121, 4. . For, that God, who takes * 
care of every. Sparrow, and numbreth the Hairs of your 
Head, and ſuffers not ſo much as a Tear you thed in 
Secret to be loſt, but puts it in his Bottle, and. notes 
it in his Book; that good Gcd, who does a!l this, will 
never ſuffer the Souls of his People to be loſt, for want. 
' of @ good Miniſter to look after them; unleſs you think 
that your Souls, which are his Fewels, and for which 
Chriſt died,. are -not worth ſo much as a Sparrow, a Fair 
of your Head, or a Tear that falls down your Cheeks, 
when you weep for your Sins. 


Laſtly, If our Fore - Fathers Sufter'd ſo great a Famine 
of the Word, that they were- ready to Faint and to Pe- 
riſh for want of a Preaching Miniſter; then, let us have 
a great Care, that we do not Provoke God to take away 
this Ineſtimable Bleſſing from us. - For, at preſent, 4/efed 
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be God for it, We have the Bible in ow own. Tongue, that 


we may Read it at Home; and we have ſome Few Mj- 
niſters, that Catechize as well as Preach out of it, that we 


* may be Edified when we are in Church, And God jicreaſe 


their Number for Chriſt his Sake. But, if we make Light 
of. this Uaſpeakable Mercy, we can not poſſibly have it 
lang. For,, If we do not heartily Repent of all our _ Sins, 


.our Candleftick will Quickly be removed from us, Rev. 2, f- 
e 


And Ld ' we do mot bring forth Fruit meet for Repentance, t 
om 


Kingdom of God will ſhortly be taken away from us, and yi- 
veu to a Nation bringing forth the Frait thereof, Matthew 


zZI. 4J» . 


Nay further: If we come to Church, and do not come 
there - with our Souls as well as our Bodies: Mark this as 
long as you live: If our Souls do not Think upon what the Mi- 
niſter Says to us ,out of Gods Word; but, do Think of our © 
Studies, our Shops, our Fields; or Such a Man, or Such a 


. Woman, or the like: JF our Souls be Wandering and Roving 
- abroad, . while the Minifter is Reading, Praying, Cate- 


chizing, or Preaching : Then, we Provoke God to take away 
the Goſpel from us: Yea, and God himſelf has long Since 


 Threatned to do So for this very fault, as Little as you take 


it to-be, For, thus Saith the Lord, 7a. 29. 13, 14. For os 


much as this people dfaw near me with their Mouth, and with 
their Lips do honour me; but, have removed their Heart far 
from me: Therefore, Behold, I will proceed to do a Marvellous 
work among this people, even a Marvellous work, and a 
Wonder. For, the Wiſdom of their Wiſe Men ſhall Periſh, and 


' the Underiftanding of their Prudent Men ſhall be Hid, And 


therefore, when ever you come to Church with your Mouths 
and with your Lips ; but, leave your Hearts and Souls at 
Home, or Suffer them to Wander and to Rove abroad, and to 
Mind any thing, Save onely what Gods Miniſter ſays to you 
out of God's own Word: Then, have a Care, have a =_ 

| re 
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x: Care, That the Wiſdom of your FPiſe Men do not Perifh, and the 

} i». Underſtanding of your Prudent Men be not Hid: And the' 

aw Goſpel, which is the Word of Life; the Goſpel, which is the | 

' word of Salvation ; the Goſpe|, which is the Word of God, be 
not taken away from Tou for ever, aud given to Others, that will 
make d better Uſe of it. From which dreadful Judgement, 

1 good Lord, deliver us all for Chriſt his Sake. Amen. Amen. 
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